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GENTLEMEN, 


5 "hai at the Feet of MAJESTY, 27 ſes, A 
py a Pact ck Taff ence, that it cheers _ 
not only the Face of England, But "that f 
Europe 00; whilſt the\expeing. Chriſtian 
World around us may look 17 to . 5 Great 


Britahnick Pꝛotettre 8, Even with new 
Smiling 74 Hopes, hat Swe an 1 Am of 
Britain ” hall 0 uch more Favre and 
read Her Planted Laur 


more Glorouſlyſprea 
Abroad, as She as Phils happily Nooted The 


7 * 


Olive . HG Off r 
„ X A 2 Nor 


1 


"To the Lords and, Commons, Sc. 


Nor 3s it a little Glory to that Reſoli.. 
"tion, that Her own moſt Prat Declara- 
tion, on that Faciſicꝶ Subject, at the open. i 
ing this happy Seſſion of Furliament, jon d 
with the auſpicious Bleſſings of Her Reign 2 
| conf rm that Declaration, gave it its Origi- 


that we may.,qujily jay, it 
e , Hud zul dan 
— up thither by Duty and Grati- 
tude back again, whilſt that Unanimous 
melee as little more; then the Har- 
 monious National Eccho to the great Royal 
'Dzacle that had pronounced the CHU RCH : 
E ENGLAND's Peace and Safety before 
Tos. e ans 


| . i tag, th Ning Genius of Bri- 
105 VET BR th that, Beauteous and . 
c - l — Senatory Walls, 


nt g, Worth „ PATRIOTS, the How: 
o 1 having Jou this Duteous Oblation, 
whey q fd. Branch of Palm, only ſcatter 4 
«© da IN. amongſt;th Bublick Hoſanna's 
* .@\ well. pleas d King. om, that Hail and 

. . ratulate this Happy Unanimity in 
,the Great Council of- England. As. ſi uch 
only be favourably pleas d to receive it from 

Your moſt Devoted Servant, 


9s pL E. Settle. 


FEARS and | DANGERS 
F ily Diſplay d, &c. 


r all Diſeaſes Popular Fair is the moſt 
d Contagious, not that the Fatality of it 
depends ſo much on the univerſal Infecti- 
on it ſpreads, the thouſands and ten 


diſmal Gonſequences attending it, For from what- 

ever fantaſtick Original it takes its Riſe, tho from 

never ſo. groundleſs S Occaſion of diſquiet, however 
it creates thoſe Inflammations, Diſtractions, and 

State-Convulſions, as ſometimes threaten the whole 
Deſtruction of Nations and Governmetits, And 

this unhappy Malady, is generally the Epidemick 

Diſtemper of England. The Delirium reigns no 

where ſo potedt as here; for to paint the lively 
Character of a true born Britain, we are natural 

ly Heroes at the Face of Real Dangers, and Cowards 

t Imaginary ones. Tis the Shadow only that frights 

the Engliſp- man. 

No, to ſearch the true Extraction of Falſe Fears 
amonglt us; whence ſprang, how raisd, and how 
ſpread; they that ſtart the firſt cry of Fear, have 

always leaſt of it. No, the firſt Founders of thoſe 

popular Frights know better : They are thoſe that 
dreſs up the Bugbear; not thoſe that tremhle at it. 

The Cheat lies on the firſt Diſcoverer's ſide: For 

A 3 to 


thonſands tainted by it, as the more 


6. Fears and Dangers, 
to uſe the ſacred Words of Majeſty on this Occa- 
fron, Theſetalſe Appearances of impending Dangers, 
that create all thoſe national Terrours, are a$Scheme of 
Art and Invention in the firſt Publiſhers of them, 
to cover Deſigns of their own, He. that firſt exyes Fire 
in this Caſe is himſelf the Incendiary ; and his cal- 
ing for Buckets to. quench the prerended Flame 
breaking out, is for: raiſing of Fumults and. 
getting Hands together for carrying on a more Dan- 
gerous Conflagration of his own. | 
Thus whilſt the ſpecious Pretence of calling help 
for the Extinguiſhing theſe State meteors though 
in no leſs a Cauſe then the Preſervation of our 
Altars and Religion, all that is moſt Sacred and 
Dear to us; though the pretended Danger, and the 
the great ſtruggle for preventing it, carries even ſo 
fair a Face as no leſs then the Defenſe of Heav'n 
it ſelf, the firſt Forge of it is lay'd in Hell. Now as 
dark an Original as theſe Pretenſions of Dangers, and 
theſe falſe Alarms may have in the firſt Forgers, 
nevertheleſs even the warmeſt Zealots that joyn in 
this.Cauſe, (when the Fears once rowz'd) all drawn 
into the publick. Outcry, may. be Men of Honour, 
Integrity, and Virtue; their Countries Service and 
the publick Weale undoubtedly their whole End 
and Deſigne, in every ſtep, (how miſguided ſoever) 
towards the fencing againſt thoſe imaginary Dan- 
gers; nay many of them poſſibly the faireſt Lights 
of the Nation. For, in this Caſe, as we read of the 
the Dragon Tayl that ſwept down the Stars, even 
the. moſt ſhining Worth may be ſnared into 
Miſtake and Deluſion. Tis too notorioufly true 
that in every. great. State. Commotion the. mat- 
a At ehivilian 


Fairly Diſplay d, &c. 7 
the matchivilian Falſehood never plays a winning 
Game, but when Innocence is drawn in to be made 
the Tool it works by. For 'tis an undeniable 
Maxim in Politicks, That Folly is ſ#ll the Cats Paw 
to Rnavery ; and the Deceived always ſupport the 
Deceiver. And to give a true Definition (in this 
point) of the National Folly. The Fools of the 
World may be divided into two. Claſſes: The Men 
that have Wit and Senſe, the firſt Claſs of Fools ; 
and thoſe that have neither Wit nor Senſe, the 
fecond. The laſt, and indeed the leaſt of theſe two 
Fools are they whoſe ſhallower Intellects, not being a- 

ble to penetrate into a popular Amuſement, out of 
meer Tgnorance, and Incapacity of better Inſtructi- 
on, are carryd away with 4 Torrent of Frights and 
Fears; and conſequently joyn d in the Cry, and em- 
parkt in the Cauſe, lend too often a too fatal AC 
 fiſtance to the Miſeries and Calamities of 4 Nation. 
The Folly of theſe miſguided Wretches, under 
the gilded Snares of Faction and Impoſture, wholy 
inſenſible of the Cheat and Impoſition, may afford 
us a little Subject of Pity; the whole Blame of 
their Defection lies only at their Seducers Dor. 
But the firft and greateſt Claſs of Fools, the 
Men of Wit-and Senſe, are thoſe who under the 
more diftinguiſhing Character of rational Animals, 
the faireſt Pretenders to the neareſt Image of their 
Creator, Men of ſolid Judgment and profound Un- 
derſtanding, capable of the niceſt Diſtinction be- 
tween good and Evil: Nevertheleſs, whether want- 
mg the Will or the Leizure to give themſelves 
the Tronble of thinking, without truly Weighing 
or Examining the Merits of the Quarrel, in which 
they engage, take the Cauſe upon Truſt, without 
3 giving 


835 Fears and Dangers 

giving it the Scales or the Touch ſtone, and by 
ignorantly following their Defigning Right Hand 
Leader, do in a manner abdicate their own Reaſon, 
or at leſt the right Uſe of it, and conſequently 
plunge headlong into a- Torrent of mad Zeal, 
ounded wholly upon implicite Faith, a Folly ſo e- 
gregioully ſhameful, more to be exploded then 
pitied. IF ako ber et 
Lis to this Claſs the following Treatiſe is ad- 


At the beginning of the Revolution, the late 
King James under the miſdoubt of the Exgliſb Fi- 
delity having been pleaſed to call over his more 
truſty Jrich Hands, to the Number of between five 
and ſix Thouſand, to prop his tottering Hopes, a 
very weak Crutch when the whole Nation aban- 
don'd him. Nevertheleſs after the total Defection 
of England from him, a Rumour very artfully and 
induſtriouſſy managed, was ſpread abroad, that the 
Iriſh deſign d to riſe in one night, and make a 
General Maſſacre through England. And who, God 
knows, were the bloody Actors deſign d for that 
moſt prodigious Tragedy, but thoſe numerical five 
thouſand Iriſh, at that time all disbanded, and 


__ Fairly Diſplay d, Se. 9 
diſarm'd, ſome of them ſculk'd into Holes and 
Corners, and others of them ſtarving and begging 
their way home; This Handfull, I ſay, of naked 
Vagrants and Fugitives were all to riſe in one night, 
and with a Proweſs beyond a Saul or a David, each. 
man no doubt to kill his Thouſand, or his ten 
Thouſands, were to make a general Exgliſb Slaughter 
ev n from Berwick to Truro, This Rumour made ſo 
deep an Impreſſion into the Erglifp Fear, that very 
little leſs then the whole Kingdom was all up in 
Arms to Guard againſt theſe Gigantick Cutthroats. 
The very Traind-bands of our Illuſtrious Metropolis, 
being all drawn out as the City. Champions on that 


memorable occaſion: Nay. to make an honeſt Retro- 
ſpection to that ridiculous Alarm, we beg leave to af · 


firme, without Affront or Scandal; that not only 
o very many Thouſands of our ſecond, but poſſibly 
ſome few Thouſands of our Firſt Claſs of Fools had 
à little ſmattering of the ſame Ague Fit, under no 
mall Ezeliſh Dread of the tremendous Friſh Danger 
in view before them „ 
But to enter into the preſent Subject before us, 
a new. Field of Frights and Terrours, all viſible to 
too many Eyes amongſt us, from the too threatning 
Dangers that hang over the Church of England. 

The occaſion and Riſe of theſe Fears and Jealouſies 
(The Gate that lets in the Goblin) is the Admi- 
flion or rather Intruſion of the Diſſenters into pub- 
lick Offices. contrary to the Intention of the Law, 
which in tenderneſs and care for the Eſtabliſht Church 
of England has expreſly lodgd the whole Civit Ad- 
miniſtration in her own truſtier Hands, the Mem- 
bers of her own Communion; whilſt the Diſſenters, 
te ſerve their own purpoſe evade that Law 15 a 
em 
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Temporany Conformity and Communion with the 
Church of Exgland to quality themſelves for thoſe 
Offices. 1 . 

This is the Charge againſt them, and theſe the 
Grounds of the pretended Danger of the Church of 
Ergland. To fence againſc which ſome of our late 

Patriots were pleaſed to prepare the Occaſional 
Conformity Bill, . BE 1044 
To ſearch therefore into the Weight of theſe 

Fears and the Reality of theſe Dangers, and thereby 
diſcover the Merits of ſuch a Bill, the Work before 
us is to inquire how far the Diſpoſal of the Civil 
Adminiſtration in the ' preſent State of England, can 
affect the Church. To make this Inquiry we think 

it a neceſſary Preliminary to rank the whole Civil 
Adminiſtration under two Heads. Firſt the Places 
of Civil Truſt within the Donation of the Crown, 
the Gift of the Soveraign; The Second, The 
places of Truſt, and Offices in theCivil- Magiſtracy 
lodgdin the Choice, and conſequently confer'd by the 
Bangs, ofthe People. i: 1 5) l 
Now as thoſe late paſſionate Patriots, poſſiblß 
thinking it too great a Condeſenſion to give the 
over curious inquiſitive World that ſatisfaction of 

Particularizing, how, or which way the Fears crept 
in Or from which of theſe Two, the Diffenters in 
Office, of the People's, or thoſe of the Soverain's 
Creation, the Viſion of Church Danger appear d 
- moſt dreadful ; and therefore they gave us both 
the Fears and Dangers in groſs. For want of this 
deſired Information, tis our Miſtortune not to be 
ſo well enlightend (as we cou'd have wiſbt)) for the 
directing our Argument ſo « Propo to the Griey- 
ance, as otherwiſe we might have done. Being left 


therefore 


Fairly Dilplay'd, Sc. =_ 
therefore a little in Darkneſs, as to that point, we 
can readily fancy no properer Means than the ex- 
amining the Time, when the. Viſion firſt appear 
and by whom diſcover'd, to gain us a little Light 
into thoſe particulars fo much wiſht and ſo much 
wanted. Bo eo, 3 

As the Creat Fears therefore that gave Birth to 
the occafional Bill made their firſt ſolemne Entry at 
the Beginning of the preſent Reign, when all Offices 
whatever from the higheſt to the loweſt, (in Her 
Majeſtes Donation) the whole Miniſtry, was lodged 
in thoſe very Hands even their own Wiſhes cou d 
have askt, or at leaſt what their niceſt Jeatouly 
cou'd never ſuſpct; nay, when nota few of them- 
ſelves had obtain'd even the warmeſt: Royal Fa. 
vour's, (how well deſerved; or how gratefully re- 
payed, we ask not) Under that viſible Aſcendant 
that then ruled at Court, the meer ſuggeſtion of 
a Royal Inclination towards mounting a Diſſenter in- 
to Truſt, had been ſo audacious a Fition, as thoſe 

_ Worthy and Honourable Gentlemen neither cou'd 
nor durſt be guilty of, inſomuch that if they cou'd 
fix a Danger, or ſhape a Fear, it muſt be from the 
Popular Donation of Offices. Here tis true, ſome 
ſhadow of offenſe might ariſe to men of nice Spe- 
culation. For indeed not only then, but before, 
and ever ſince, the Diſſenters, as they lie ſcater'd' 
round the Kingdom, and as the Smiles.of the World, 
their own Merits, or the Love of their Neigbours ad- 
vanced them to it, might now and then ſtep up 
into a little Civil Authority, a City or Corpora- 
tion Command, Gc. And conſequently if our late 
Patriots diſcernd any Church Cloud rifing, it muſt be: 
= only; 


12 Fears and Dangers, 
only from this Country Region, the Court Air 
being too ſerene for any ſuch miſty Exhala- 
tion. „ 1 | SE. 

Hheſides, to fay the Truth in this matter, if Church 
Danger mnſt appear, thoſe worthy Diſcoverers of it 
were much in the Right to find it here. For in 
Reality, if we would carry our Imagination to an 

Appearance of Danger to the Church of England, 
from the Execution of civil Offices, that wider tho' 
humbler Sphere of Authority, the Corporation Ma- 
giſtracy, may honeſtly afford us a more reaſonable 
Ground for ſuch a ſuſpicion, then the greateſt part 
of the higher Court Truſt, even neareſt the Perſon 
Places of State or Stewardſhip, the Officers that make 
up the Grandeur attending the Crown'd Head, orthoſe 
in the Management of the Crown Revenues g 
the Affairs of Religion lie ſo utterly out of 
their Province, and can receive ſo little Influence 
from them, that we might very honeſtly much 
leſs ſupect his Judgment and Senſe, that ſhould 
fear a Church-Danger from the Adminiftration of 
one little Mayor of 2ucenborough, then from a Maſter 
of the Horſe,a Groom of the Stole, and a Chancellor of 
the Exchequer all put together, the countenancing or 
diſccountenancing of this or that Religion, lying, of 
the two, more within the Virge of his fingle Au- 
thority then of all the other. Tis true, the diſpoſal 
of any ſuch bulky Poſt of Honour to a Diſſenter 
would raiſe an Alarm indeed: Not that it could 
give any real Pain to the Church, but a very ſen- 
ible one to the Churchman, a Pain not from Fear 
and Jealeuſie, but from Murmur and En vy, to fee fo 
Rich a Court-prize {lip by his own — 8 
ino 
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Hinc ile lacrime. Here lyes the Grief : The ſtab- 
bing Pang ſtrikes here. But to return to our Honou- 
table Occaſionaliſts: As we hope we have not wrong d 
them in tracing their Fears and Dangers up to this 
Fountain Head, and fixing the malevolent Aſpects that 
ſo much threaten the Churche's Repoſe and Security, 
from this Civil Truſt within the People's Gift; ſo 
we muſt beg their Leave to examine how far a 
Diſſenter's Admiſſion into ſuch an Office can really 
and, truly aflect the Church of  Emgland. 
_* Tis true, there was a Time, in the Reign of the 
Penal Laws, when our leading Sons of the Church, 
out of an overpious Care of their great Mother, 
had arm d her with Whips and Cords for her Preſerya- 
tion. Then a Corporation , Magiſtrate was a Head 
Officer under the then Church Militant entruſted al- 
moſt with her, whole executive, Power, no els then 
a Capt. Provo in her ſervice. And in deed every Juſtice 
of the Peace had much the ſame Commiſſion. Then 
perhaps a Diſſenter crept into Authority might 
have given Fears and Jealouſies indeed. Pollthly 
out of an overtender Weakneſs, might have wink- 


ed at a Religions Tranſgreſſion; and in ſtead of 


laſhing 


* 


the hunted Outlies into the Pale of the Church, 


might have flacken'd his whip-hand, and thereby 

poſſibly have a little rebated the Edge of the then 
Spiritual Domination, by letting an offending Fu- 
Fi hip by, without either Fine or Iayl to ſtop 

CIT 35-55 nn 24 „ 1 135 „ l 
im. Here had been a fair Handle preſentad of 
charging him with a Breach of his Truſt, a wilful 


Ommiſſion of publick Juſtice by this open neglect of 


* 


the Defenſe of ths Church by ſhiel liag and ſcreening 


her Enemies, Whilſt her Security ſtood onthis Foot, and 
the Civil Magiſtrates were the Subdefenders of 'rhe 
Faith: the offended Church might have given ſome 
EOS —_— Con- 
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Conc to Fears from this fort of Da erous 
Diflenieria Office. 'S 


But as her prefent Defenſive: Arms, to her no little 


: Slory, are much gentler Weapons, ſo in the preſent 


narrower Extent of his Subadminiſtration, a poor: 


City *or Corporation Magiſtrate being now ſtript, by 


the fate 47 of Toleration, of his, whole ſpititual 


Power, and reduced to his native inoffenſive Origi- 


nal, and bounded. within the ſhort Virge of his WIE 


diminitive Civil Fruſt, can raiſe no Fears at all. 


Under the preſent Liberty of Conſcience wee ll re- 
fer it to 5, rational Judge, nay to the whole 


Houſe of Convocation, to Jon. out any one teal 


uger to the Church of England that can abcre 
tir the Kimillion of a Dillenterints Office. The 
reach of the 21 or the Chaſtiſement o Immo- 
2 To lie within bis legal Adminiſtration of Ju- 
n can "never come before bim. A Diflebter 
ce, tis trile, may catty his Heart, his Aﬀect- 


ih his Perſon too to what Religions Worſhip he 


leaſe; but without the leaſt compulſive or AN 
ower, either for or againft the Church or 


Vfecting Houfe; his. Commands and Authority ex- 
tend © 5 neither of them; He can neither widen or 
pick 


the Gates ofthe Firſt;or the Doors of theLaſt. 
by Virtue of this Eſtabliſht [.iberty granted 


ita 11 Opinions (the Romaniſt only. excepted): 


the Limitations or Reſtrittions of publick Devotion 
are. utterly, aboliſht';, and Religious Worlbip is now 
wholy. t thrown out of all the larigical Power of Ex- 


amination, even ſrom the higheſt tothe loweſt Tri- 
bunal of Law 6s Equity 


y through. the- whole- King 
dom, R lies in their © nizance no more to inquire 
W we Pray, then how we. breath; v whilſt. in reality 

| IEP 


every Man now, at his own free Will and Choice, 
is his own Preceptor, Paſtor, Biſhop, nay himſelf 
the whole and fole Soverain Lord over his own 
Conſcience. - . WY 5s 
We acknowledge, tis true, that the Diſſenters by 
taking the Sacramental Teſt to qualify themſelves 
for an Office, may have gain'd a Point which the 
Law perhaps never intended them, viz. by making 
a little more Figure in the World by their Acceſſion 
to Office and Authority, then their total Excluſion 
would otherwiſe have -gain'd them. But we hope 
the Church can take no Umbrage of Danger from 
thence. High Looks, without Power, are not alto- 
gether ſo terrible. And there muſt be a great deal 
more then a Diffenter's Scarlet Gown: his Gold Chain, 
or his great Horſe to threaten the Church of Eng- 
land. Befides, that Figure he makes in his ſhort. 
_ lived Authority, his Year (ſuppoſe) of Mayoralty, 
dos but very little Service and leſs Honour to his 
own Perſwa ſion; nay, on the Contrary it rathet 
ſtrengthens the Intereſt of the Church of England, 
— Coe dT Tta 
For by his occaſtonal-Confotmity to gain that Of- 
fice he gives the cenſorious World one of theſe two 
untowardly - Reflections. Firſt, that either the 
Points in diſpute betwixt the Church and Diſſenters 
are lo trivial and inconſiderable, that they can com- 
municate with, or ſeperate from her, at pleaſure : 
And conſequently rather Pique rnd Obſtinacy, then 
ſolid Conviction, make the ſeperation. Or otherwiſe 
if the Points in Diſpute are more weighty and more 
importantzthen the Diflenter can make a little ſtretch 
to overleap thoſe Obſtc uotions tor the Acquiſition on- 
ly of a Cap-Feather, an Office, By either of which 
IEG $0 ; Aſcenſion 
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Aſcenfion into Authority he renders the Church of 
England,not ſo Frighttul a Placeof Worſhipto the reſt 
of his En en be when even the great Heads of their 
own Clan, can be invited into her neareſt Communi- 
95 only to purchaſe ſo inconſiderable a Tritle 
. 
oh as naked from all offenſive Power, as the 
whole. State of the Civil Truſt now ſtands, and 
as little as the Church has to Fear from it; 
There's one Accidental Plume of Authority, be- 
175 the common Garniture of a civil Creſt, that 
tives perhaps a little more ſuſpicion. of Church- 
Danger. The Writs for the Election of a Parlia- 
ment are directed to the Sheriffs of Counties, and 
Mayors of Corporations. And in this Caſe, they Il 
tell us, what may not be juſtly. feared from a 
Dj enter in either of thoſe Poſts, either by his 

in eg Management of Elections, or perhaps a 
falſe Return in favour of his own Party, a Mat- 
ter of the higheſt, Conſequence in ſo important a 
Truſt; the Fairneſs and Legality of the Choice of 
the National Repreſentatives, being dee 
the neareſt and tendereſt Care of the in 
This Allegation bears a high ſoundʒ * upon 
1 through Examination, twill prove no more then 
found. Vox &- preterea nibil, for Inſtance — — 
If it ſhall fall to a Diſſenters Lot (for Succeſ- 
fon and Seniority which generally dire& the Choice 
is little more then Lottery) to be choſen, a City 
or Corporation Magiſtrate in the very Year when 
the Call of à new Parliament ſhall happen, and 
thereby this important Truſt ſhall be thrown, into 
his Hands; what Temptation ſhall he have to at- 
3 — WE ſuch foul Practice. Or (cui e 
| ene nt. 


Benefit can he hope from any ſach Attempt? In 
the firſt place, no ſuch foul Practice can eſcape 
Comblaitit'; and all füch Cotuplaints are lay d be- 
fore the whole Body gf that Auguſt Affembly: He 
has five hundred Judges of his Offence, as many 
to puniſh the Offender, and no leſs to relleve the 
injor'd Complainant. "Nay, he has but a very ſmall 
Invitation to bee any ſuch frregularity (at the 
price he may pay for it) as having no very pro- 
miſing Proſpect of Service to his own Perlwalion 
from it, when tis notorouſly known, that in any 


8 Fears and Dangers; 
Men - both of Probity and. Pu, Who ge ng 
e ons of receiving ” hk themſelves 
70 the b 1 Gore airs will been ns, 
5 ihclin 2 iy, to them, Sas; 
W, as des Wer Patriots, I. mean 'thoſs 
auen the Occalionaliſts, that might 14 fear au 
955 ger over the Church, no thoſe that, 
ned that he car, for. Lame Eads 15 6 N 
6 on "raiſe the Shadow, . (as we 
ſaid before), from, the Dispo. 5 a in, the 
Gift of the People..." we: ward. deſire to treat thoſe 
moſs. Hogourable Heads amang 472 with all De- 
27 and Reſpect; and 1185 n 7o8 beg, one 


before them Fold 
"be. a Remon W Sb 8 Ubj Y oy 


Fr foal Pl 1 Wo e (in the Peg pies 
Donation). 180 em tO, ly. the Gift of Provi⸗ 
pep as the | wald gay 111855 and honeſt Indu- 
oy, whilſt ! ying. only amongſt the Trading Part 
of the Nation, tis the Smiles of Heaven that either 
ſpeed the Plou 105 or the Keel, in yielding a plen- 
tiful Harveſt,” the product of Labour and Toyl, 
which thus Niet the Deſerving Brow to a ſuf- 
ficient. Fortune in the World to ſtand Candidate 
for that Plume: And on the other ſide tis his 
good Behaviour i in the Civil Community where he 
wears it, that raiſes him to the Nei ghbourly E- 
ſteem and Affection of his Electors that give it 
him. 
The en ill therefore, if for this only 
Conſideration, look t not altqgether with ſo Honour- 
able a Face, eſpecially from Eng l;p Patriots, in ſo ri- 
gorous a ' Diſcouragement of "Induſtry and Tad 
| whic 


a 
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which ought to expect a little kinder 8 in a 
Nation which has ra 5785 almoſt its whole Grandeur 
on no other Foundati The Zealots for this Bill 
were certainly refolved "chat the Bleſlings of Heaven 
and the Favours oe the e ſhould not go al- 
ways in one Channel. 
In the next place, to give it a yet daiker Alpett, 
it had thoſe 10 ble Marks d of Ingratitude, as rendered 
it not wh olly ſo lovely as ifs On fond Parents might 
fancy, 15 bot it the he Setuletng nt of. the roteſtant-Line 
of Fo 11 2 what they 1 up. to, for the beſt Se- 
ie 12 Ce Ee England, and theſe Champions 
for that "Church, C. f they mean what they ay) 
are pts in that $ Rely tereſt ; they Ou Ah to = 
have rebated a little kae of, abel Fury, again me 
Diſſenters, if for no other Deſert, then their unſhaken 
Zeal for that. Succeſſion. Tis alittle too rough Ho- 
Gaul, that baitles the Friends of their, on, 
TT.. 4 
But what gave it 200 0er Vilage'f dein; It firook 
at the very Foundation of Society, inyaded the « com- 
mon. Liberties of Engliſhmen, when without Diſtin- 
&ion of Friend or Foe, it had rob'd. the whole 
5 Burgers of the Nation of. their immemorial Exgliſo 
ö irth. right. viz, the Free Choice of their own- Cor- 
poration Magiſtrates to Rule over them, when in de- 
pight of all the Bonds of Neighbour-hood and 
Friendſhip, Mutual Commerce and common Intereſt 
linked, together; not all the Attractions of Good- 
neſs, Honeſty, Sobriety, Virtue nor Piety, ſhould in- 
tercede for a Diſſenter: The whole Community 
fall all ſtand Manaclcd by an Occafional- Bill, from: 
handing this Man, though never ſo dear a Darling, 
into Fruſt or Power amongſt them, as being thus 
pablickly 


& . 
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ere SIR ESE C159 IG 1M 
publickly branded with Incapacity, and therefore 
to be hunted from out the Herd. 


. through” the 
W x S Tal why 6, & 4% Fr IF) Oc. 1185 "ST LT on WH $ a 18 
Hands of the Lords, it Was Tk to ab id. 


Torrent of Non jurours, &. run fo full pac 
ſo full cry along with them in Abetting the Tack- 
Bill; that as the Old Proverb fays, dis glibuſcum 
fis & dicam quis es, the hard-favour'd Company 

Acts -| 4 Ono OE ORTHO 
they kept might furniſb a very reafonable Jealouke, 
of their facing both the ſame: Way; vis. to St. 
Germaine. SANE toad Ad 1 

Beſides, the hot Management of that Bill ſeemed 
wholly calculated for that peculiar Service, when 
by fo forctibely Obtruding it upon the Hoſe of 
Lords, fo utterly contrary to their —— 

. | e 
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g deſpight of their repeated Declarations againſt itz 


nay pofſibly with as little ot the Soverain Inclina- 
tion too; had it met with a Repulſe in the Houſe 
of Lords, and thereby have ſtopt the whole Veins 
of the War, and conſequently have diſſolv'd the 
whole Confederacy ; they offer d as fairly and hearti- 


ty to ſet up that St. Germair's Pretender, as our 


worlt Enemies, nay his own great French Patron 


cou 'd have wicht. 


But ſuppoſing the Neceſſity of Affairs might have 


foal it through the Hands of the Lords, and 


extorted the Royal Fiat; the Triumph would not 
have been altogether ſo glorious as the Conquerours 
might have fancied ; when neither Honour, Juſtice 
nor Conſcience had had any hand in the Work: 
For the very Attempt of obtaining a Law by ſuch 
open Force and Violence, ſtrikes at the ay; Con- 


| titution, whilſt by throwing out of the Houſe of 
Lords, and ſhackling the Prerogative, what is it but 
Lodging the Whole Soveraignty of Exgland in tlie 


Houſe of Commons. Not Put they 11. pet! us, we 


have had Precedents of Tackr Bills before; but none 
upon this Foundation. There's an Infinite Diſpari- 


ty between the preſent Caſe, and that of the Hubeas 
Corpus Ac, when both Houſes joyn'd to purchaſe 
from the Crown, an Honeſt and Reaſonable Engliſh 
Liberty: and that ſo far from a Retrenchment of the 
Prerogative, that 'rwas no more then what every 


goOd prince would have granted unaskt. The 


Power of unaccountable Impriſonment of the Subj ect 


might be a Plume which Deſpotick Tyranny u 


be Fond of; but Royal Jaſtice would b2 aha ned Tof 
ee ping it, 


DB VR 
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But to return to our Occaſional-Bill, and the furi- 
ous Tack that was hand ing it forwards; We'll leave 
the World to judge, where the greateſt Danger lay, 


and conſequently on which fide the Publick Fears. 


were moſt reaſonable, viz. Either from the imaginary 


Malady, or the violent Cure our late State-Phyfcians: 
Vere preparing for it; Nay, we'll refer it to thoſe: 
over-warm Gentlemen, the Church-Champions them- 


ſelves to conſider. Of what fatal Conſequence ſuch 


rapid and excentrick Movements in the Walls of 


a Senate-Houſe might one day prove, not only to the 


whole Engliſo Liberties, but even to their own dar- 
ling Charge, the Church of England it ſelf. For 


ſuppoſing, according to their own Jealouſie of 


the dangerous Presbyterian Growth; in proceſs of 


time, a Majority of their own Houſe ſhould Vote 


for the fetting up of Presbytery the Church Regnant, 


tcwere only working on the very fame Plan them- 
felyes had laid down before them, and mounting. 
her by way of a Rider upon the Back of a 
Money-BHl, thus by tying upthe Lords, and ſtarving 
the Soverain, if refuſed, they were put into a fair 
way of heaving her up: into abſolute Dominion, 
by. no other Shoulders then thoſe of a fingle Houſe of 
Commons... 1 TO 
As we have gone thus far in our Inquiry into the 
Fears, and Cauſes of Fear, from the Execution of 
Publick Offices, in pointing to the true Corner, from 
whence the bl: ak Air came in, that part of the Civil 
Eroſt,. from which eur late Occaſionaliſts, more eſpe- 
mially at that Time of Day, could even pretend to 
raiſe a Shadow of Church-Danger ; for once we'll 
go a little farther with them, and ſtrengthen (if 
poſſible) their own Cauſe, by making ſome Conce- 
Bons on their own fide. Sup 
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_ Suppoſe then, that the Crown had been as in- 
clinable, upon the Recommendation of True Merit 
and Capacity, to doal ſome of her Court-Favours 
to the Diſſenters, as well as the People theirs: 
We'll here fairly ask them, How a Diſſenter in any 
Civil Truſt, whatever can N. ways hurt or in- 
jute the Church of England“ We boldly affirm, that 
by Law h he cannot, and againſt Law, he. dares 
n * 
7 That he cannot by Law, is undeniable.: For the 
Church, of Eng Baue frands fn orted by the Laws. of 
Eng laid,” in *the 5 1 ion Of all her Rights, 
Titles, Powers, (her Power of Perſecution only ex- 
cep 8 her Priviledges, Lands and Livings (nay 
with ſome. genexous Additien to her Glebe, from 
the late Reha Charity, of ever ſhining Memory, 
to the poorer Hands at her Altars) that ever ſhe 9 
joy d from her firſt Foundation. 
That againſt Law, a Diſſenter in Office dares not 
injure the Church, or at leaſt has never yet dared, is 
apparent from Bemonſtration and Fatt. For as we 
have ſeen more then once or twice, a profeſt Diſſen- 
ter mounted into the Mayoralty of our proud Me- 
tropolis; and that Example over and over again 
promiſcuoully followed through the whole Kingdom, 
as Succeſſion, Seniority, Merit or Favour has given 
them that Office (nay a Court-Gift of Truſt has 
ſometimes fallen into a Diſſenters Hand) not only 
for fo many Years as the Toleration Act has been 
in force, but often and often before it: As the 
Diſſenters in Office, tis known, have yet never injur'd 
the Church of England: and to prove they have not, 
theſe Laborious Gentlemen at the Tack, ſo quick- 
<4 ghied to the Proſpect of Injuries, the fo mach en- 
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=_ - Fears and Dangers 
dangered Church may receive, undoubtedly had been 
Argus-Eyed to any ſhe had received: And thereby 
no ſuch paſt Offence (if any committed) wou'deither 
have went unſeen, or unrebuked- Upon their uni- 
verſal profound Silence on that Head, and conſe- 
quently their. Confeſſion of no ſuch injury yet done 
it had been very Friendly on their part, and indee 
of great Weight to enforce the Equity of their Bill, 
had they obliged Mankind, by giving a Subſtantial 
Reaſon, why the Diſſenters, who after ſo long a 
Practice of getting into Civil-Ofhces have for ſo mar 
ny Succeſſtve Years together, been ſo in- offenſive to 
the Church, ſhould- now become ſo dangerous to her, 
whilſt.the whole View behind us fhould appear fa 
Calm and-fo Innocent, and the. Proſpe& before us ſq 
Dreadful and ſo Tempeſtnous « 
Beſides, in one ſhort Word, where a Soverain Prince 
atthe Head of Government Rules by Law, the Hands 
entruſted with the Adminiſtration under him dare rule 
no otherwiſe then by Eaw Nor indeed can the Sove- 
raign ſo Rule, if he ſuffers the Civil Authority, his 
own Deputations of Power, to do otherwiſe. So 
that unleſs thefe- Danger-finders, amongſt their Vili- 
enary Fears, bad had the Fore-fight of a Tyrant 
mounting into the Throne, and that a Presbyterian 
too, they would very hardly be able to open the. 
Eyes- of the World, to any fuch Appearance of Dan- 
ger to-the Church, from the Admiſſion of Presbyterian 
or any other Diſſenter into Officſe. 
In plain Exgliſb, tis the Scarlet and Gold Chain 
(as we ſaid before) orat leaſt the Perquiſites the Diſ- 
tener gets. by his Office to pay for them, is the true. 
Eee = 
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more. That the Honour and, Eu 
Truſt and Power they reſerved for the 
therefore neither to gratify the Vanity nor fayour 
the Intereſt of N Dicker, with either the Robe of 
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And truly. had the Compi lege the. rg Qccalignal 
Bill made this ingenuous Preamble 18. it. I hat 
whereas they had already too generouſly or ra- 
ther too prodigally given the Diſſenters theix ! iber- 
ty, of Conſcience, and con d afford to give them no 
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J rok 0 
ſelves ; and 


Authority on his Ba 10 ,or., the Heft of it, in his 
Pocket, they. had reſoly'd by this-Occafional,, Bill ta 
give. them all a total Excluſion, Oc. With. thisfair and 


frank Prologue to it, never had any Oracle of 


Truth ſpoken with more l ieſt Blaindealn the 
Ac aste den of their Bil ilch the. verꝝ. San fn 


191. 
Law, had Siven it an Entry into tie World With 
much more Honour and Reputation, then even its 


Ang 


— 
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own great Original which. they. deſi gu d to ſupport 
by it, Viz. that famous Church Bulwark, the 250 
Car. 2 cap. 2, ex preſſy erected . againſt Popo Necuſ- 
ancy; whoſe, whole Artillery, only by -a dextrous 
Traverſe of State-Church-Crait, has ever ſince play d: 


againſt the Proteſtant. Diſſnters.. . 


But whilſt we are taking this Review of the vio- 
Tent Heats ariſing from Religious Fears, we muſt 


look back to the late Reign for the firſt Sparks that 


unhappily Kindled them, occaſion d by the Popular 
Diſguſt againſt ſome kind Indulgence to the Diſſen- 
ters. Here Jealouſy, like the Spider from the Bed 
of Flowers, can extract Poyſon even from Inno- 
cence. The Chriſtian Goodneſs that then gave the 


Diſſenters their Toleration, was interpreted. an In- 


clination to the Diſſent : And the politick Prudence- 
in. that Act for the * all Hands and all Hearts, 


fox 
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for the carrying on the Great W _ the ** 
Preſet vation, in giving the Diffentürs that aſè and 
Liberty amongſt us, Wag ure into Defigne and 
Artiice for the raiſing them into Power and! Domi- 


mon over us. 
-TF5 refs Tt A 2 in "thei own ſe Dia 
ect; Tie ten , they'Hitell 7 you, 
Was 4 | m the Anrif ir the late 

of King nb. He ſuckt in his Frespitertan kun 


les from the ach Air that nürſt him ve cam 
tiwith or $9 {hacks e 68100 
in of vifbic before ys; Ren al- 

tnoſt the 1 5 iy i Anion che Places of 
Truſt and Power, were all lodgd in Presbiterian 
Hands) and drove ſo at way, that the 
Churci of Eigland Was upon the very Brink ot 
VDeſtruction; — that Had he teignd but a 
very ſew Years longer, undoubtedly ſhe had made 

Ber Exit, the whole Frame of her Epiſcopacy oyer- 
turned, and the whole Church Government too put 
into the ſame Hands; had not the peculiar Bfeſſing 
of Her preſent Majzſties Acceſſion to the Throne 
Kept in to her Reſcue : However her Majeſties Royal 
Smiles towards hergive her but a temporary Reſpite 
from her former juſt Fears; whilſt by the pteſent Set- 
clement of the Succeſſion, the date” will deſcend 
to a Race of crown'd Heads, all of their own Kid- 
ney and Conſtitution, fo utterly unacquainted (to 
uſe the late Phraſe) either with Biſhops or Prelacy , 
that the Presbiterians have rais'd their old Hopes 
upon this new Foundation, under a full Expe@ation 
and Confidence of gaining their whole Point from 
ſuch a Line of Succeſſours, tke ſure Champions in 
their Cauſe; 1 too pregnant Proof of which Afſur- 
W 
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ance they daily give us, in their over-patſionate 
Warmth, for that Succeſſ.ſen. 
This of all the Church Dangers is one of the 
moſt dreadful Popular Dæmons: of a very terrible 
Aſpect indeed when ſeen by weak Eyes at a due 
Diſtance : But upon a cloſer Approach and nearer 
View, we doubt not but we ſhall find it only a 
- 1 of Clouts wholy hurtleſs and inoffen- 
To begin therefore with our firſt Examination 
into this unnatural and barbarous Suggeſtion a- 
gainſt our late Monarch of ever glorious Memory. 
Why muſt he be ſuppoſed to contra& ſo implacable 
an Enmity againſt Epiſcopacy only becauſe he was 
borne and educated in a Commonwealth, which, 
in her general Toleration of all Religions, tis true; 
has neither Biſhop nor Prelate amongſt them. An 
EpHeopal Eſtabliſhment in a Democracy, whether of 
Calviniſts Lutherans or high Romaniſts themſel ves, is 
utterly inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution of Goveru · 
ment, whilſt the Non: admiſſion of any ſuch! exalt-- 
ed Spiritual Dignity amongſt them, may not pro- 
ceed fo much from a Religious Averſion as a Poli- 
tick Reaſon of State againſt any ſuch Eccleſiaſtical 
Grandeur. For though a Democracy, in their whole 
collective Body, may ſtile themſelves High and Migh- 
ty Lords, yet as each Member of that Body in his 
private Capacity ſtands in a far lower Claſs, tis very 
unlikely that a Burgomaſter at the Helme, poſtibly 
but a Grocer or a Fiſhmonger, ſhould. contribute to 

an Epiſcopal Creation, and give the right Hand. Pre- 
cedence to a Lord Biſhop above him. No, no, a. 
Democracy of what Religion ſoever wou d no more 
et up a Prelacy, then a Monarchy a preperual Lord: 


Bien 
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High Conftableſnip. [And'theretore why à Prince 
becauſe borne in ſuch a Government When called to 
an Imperial Crown, muſt retain thoſe democratical 
Inclinations ſo 'irreconcileable to Epiſcopacy, is ſo 


ſtrain d and ſo ex torted- a Notion, as even ridioules 


ik. bis ©9017 4 7: } 
8 > Rico ddt th flighter partand e come” to the more 
important Argument before us. 8 

What an unthankful, nay What an impious Re- 
mri dos this Jealous? headed Generation make, for 
the [Protection and: Safety the Church of Exgland 


received from that illuſtrious Guardian. of our Aire 


hy ſo hel liſh an Infinuation that that very Church-Hers 
ow ſhin'd/ſo. glorious in her Deliverance, ſhould 


come with: a ſecret and reſerved- Reſolution no teſs 
then arin d for her Deſtruction. Nay to difcoverithe 
true Cloven foot of theſe profeſt pretended Zealots 
for the Church of Exgland, they can find no ſup- 


port to crutch up this villanous Inſinuation againſt 
Ning Williaa, but from the moſt notorious and moſt 
viſible Falſchood that ever look d Day in the Face, v ix. 


in their Aſſertion, that the Power and Truſt was 
engroſt by the Presbiterians. 


For even in thoſe Days, in the very Height of 
their Pannick Conſternation, notwitli ſtanding that 
judicious and diſcerning Prince, under no Apprehen- 
ſions of either Diſloyalty to himſelf, or Differice 


to the Church ot Stat e from the Admiſſion f a Dis- 


ſenter in Re.igious Worſhip into a Temporal Place 
of Truſt ; did not fo ſtrictly tye up his Hands in 
the Diſpoſat of his Favours, but that Merit or Ca- 


pacity in any Froſeſſion might make way to his Ser- 


vice Nevertheleſs the moſt curious and crtical In- 


quiſitors in thoſe Nays,cou'd never point to abovethree 
Diſſenters, prefer'd by the King to anyTruſt whatever 
And 
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ind cl in inferiour and more trivial Offices 
of ruſt; the nearer and higher Steerage at the Helm 


being wholy and ſolely. eptrulteg ! in the Hands of 


of 


tHe Chutch'of Englait All this our witty an d 1 in- 


genious Dang .founders very Well 8 - but 


What with a Front peculiar 05 themſel ves, as one 
Price of mal 
Peice 0 7 
5 190 

10 tlie Whble Miniſtry. T Was ſufficient” that the 

were all thoſe more ercifull Sons of the Churc 
'whofe and Commiſeration had relax d he Shack- 
les of C et and under.chat vtip ardo! able Guilt, 
their xnlty, and Charity" were branded with Deſer- 


| Ady hammer . to theit Hands, 


tion and Apdſtacy, and though never ſo ſtedfaſt 
Profeffours of. Our Phtablicht ' Worſhip, there wanted 


nor Poprtar Fiapudetice' to render it all Vifor and 
Delhſion, ald in ſhort, tliat they were all 48 hearty 
Pre biterians, as thoſe they had protected and ſhel- 


2 Good 00 Thikt: the Proſeſſours of Chriſtianity F 
bud ſet” up for the Defenders of tlie Faith, and 


Combatants or Divine Truth; and yet borrow Arms 


from the Father of Lyes to battle for her ! 
But to make a farther Penetration into the Depth 

| OY theſe pretended* Hopes the Presbiterians have 

or may have of any fach Succefſour, ſo qualified 


or inclined to make thoſe unaccountable Advances bo - 


the ſetting up of Presbitery the Church Regnant, 


(for without the Concurrenc: ofa Crown Atlead. tis ri- 


dicalous to függeſt any ſuch hopes) to delineate 
therefore the whole Steps this ſuppoſed Royal 
Champion of theirs nraſt make, and conſequently 
what Groun1s they miy have for any ſuch Hopes, 

W 


phold another, they. had aſccond 


fon of Pre8bitery, proftiiſcyoully 


. . 


39> Fart and 

we muſe look back to the late. ee on whoſe 
Foundation the preſent. Settlement of the Succeſſion 
ſtands. Here we. ſhall” find that the Call of the 
Price of Orange over to the Reſcue of the threaten d 
Liberties and Alters of Exglaud was wholy from the 
Age of the . of 1 gland, Ne Se and | 


.(a pecult 13 en 
of Goodneſs or Policy, for 
hs Dieners 0 or * their: own. ſakes, it matters not ) 
inſomuch that cap tivated by che £ fair Aſpe of ſuch 
peculiar: Lenity im the. Chareh of Rome, ſo much 
More caring ts em, than the then Sowrer Looks of 
the. 1 of *'Exelond, together with their Deliver- 
ANCE from the Inari of that 
"Remembrance, and ſo lately and fo 
date; from. this Indu 
ö Rowiſh, Reign, ſo preferable to the 2 from 
A. Proteſtant « one ; füch was their Aequieſcence and 
Reſignation to the then Reigning Power, that the 
wh e Invitation of, the Prints; , Orange, for the 
| Engliſh Deliverance from  the- impending. Yoke of 
"Rome, was purely from the Voice of: the Church of 
Englind.. And. conſequently as that. Invitation and 
| tie Revolution that attended it put the Fower into 
the Church's Hands of fixing 6 a val Reins of 
Government in that „ vita. on, as in all 
rational proſpect ſhall.ſecure. her Eſtabliſhment and 
- Txanquility to the End of the World., As the Church 
of England: 1 ſay, was the fitſt Great Founder of 
the Feaſt, in planting: the Grow on thoſe ſucceed- 
ine Heads; how much ſoever the Diſſenters Eyes may 
have ſiuce been. open 4 to the more ſolid Eſtabliſh- 
ment 


Erde be- 


Laſh, ſo Freſh in their 
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zent of their Religious Peace and Freedom from 
ae preſent Smiles of the Church of Exglard and conſe- 

quently as warm and as hearty as. they may now 
tand for the Froteſtant Succeſſion upon this trueState 
of thepreſent Settlement To return then to the chi- 
merical ſuppoſition of fuch a Proteſtant Succeſſour ſo 
handed to Empire, that ſhall. pull down the Church 
of England to ſet up Presbitery, we mult. ſirſt de- 
baſe him to ſo ſordid a Character, ſo unprincely a 
Figure of a Soverain Head, and ſet him ſorth in 
that egregious Deformity, as would render him 2 
Shame even to Humanity it ſelf. For after the Re- 
ception . of: ſo ample and Glorious à Gift as the 
Nee Kingdoms and all from the Hand of the 


Lc 
A 


Gin Millions, a 


10 3 nevertheleſs, as the ſtrongeſt 
Charity begins at home, tis not altogether our pub- 
lick-Spirited Goodneſs and Commiſcration to our op- 

preſt Neighbours, but a little Natural Love for our 
ſelves, that {ends our Armies and our Fleets Abroad: 
whilſt the preſent Herculean Work upon our Hands 

in humbling fo warm a Zealot for his dear Adoption 
at St, Germain, and fo hot u Son of Rome, as the French 
Keing. was not undertaken ſo wholly from a motive of 
Honour and Galantry in the behalf of our Allies 
Abroad, as Self · preſervation at Home, for the 
Sg E 2 Defence 


32 Nurb and! Danfers! 


Defencecof-the preſent fſtabliſfrt Altars, and wither 

them tlie Liberties of England. After this, and this 

only:Introdu@tionisf 4 Proteſtant Sukceſfour 10 the 
Throne ; what a wemendous Proſpecł mult the Sup. 
Poſitioniot ſuel a Crew Head lead us to, that can 
make ſo ſnhameful à Return of the blackeſt Ingratitude, 
to. thoſe generous Doners of that very Diadem that 
_ coll them that Treaſure; that Sweat, and that Blood 
to lay it at ikis Feet: 80 mfefnal a Machination (for 


that s the beſt Epithete we ean give — only” be 
__— by the Barbarous Rerurn ofa 


ing up the Womb that Bore Hmm 
. no humane Tyes eau Hold“ bim st 
Dude desen yOu! eo this impi 
: ronatio fi thef Chur eh bf England; when 
His — Oatli hall bind him to maintain ber. 
But if ali theſe! Obligations, W; Hit ſuppoſe „Will 
— Lawn befbte -im, der u carry: onr: 
next[ Inquiry. icio the Politiek Part, the Prudenttzls 
that: muſb-govertin ſuch an Undertaking. F irſt then, 
here's all Pretenſions of King. OGaft (a Court Faculty 
not eaſily forfeited nor nogleRed)thrown* away af 4 
Gaſt, whilſt to mount a Handfuliof Predbytetifins ian 
to the Spiritual Saveraignty, by their honeſt cp uta 
tion, poſſibly a Third of Then Diſſenters, And. the 
whole Body of the Diſſenters little more then one 
third of the whole Nation ; thus to aggtafdize dne 
 fixthor ſeventh part of the Kingdom, *hete'sthe while 
Body of the reſt of the Diſtenters,under a Difguſt and 
Envy to fee their Brethren of the Seperation, no more- 
deſerving then themſel ves, rais d thoſe dipnified and 
diſtinguiſnt Lerdlys Favourites above them; and off 
the other fide; the whole diſcarded Church of f Eg land 
80 ae and 1 into all the a ones 


oft 


erotoa Mother FL 
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of Injury; Oppreſion and Def peration. And to en- 


flame the whele Kingdom mc afliikts Ferctene 0p Dl. 
| rde, W mült this violent Rußpfate ene made 
into tler e Frame D Bar, of *Gbvetiftient! 
büt 57 2 Hardinefs in this ROyaſl Undertaker, that 
muſvinſſhitely ontſtretetithe' moſt daring Popiſh Bigot 
that we yet eyer faw tôunted on an EEE Ph 1 

Por füft Ahne ifiſtead Of A late coden b ar 
Prof PIE eite a fe BIUNSRS Lint >the Towel 5 
thi more daring Attetnpter, by 'a more mveteräté“ 
Malice, rmtiſt caft ou th&whole'Hierarthy ulider the 
ifreVocabſe Sentente of Beggitig 
th Whale eg y BF the nfeft By mund 
te Eratße of thefr-Leäding Loeb y! tuning the“ 
ſame Fate, unleſs by an Occaſional-Conformity they” 

Sicrifide à Corifcience/to*omporind for. Heir Bread. 
Ar Wfieteas WE lateky heard wopobrwee N N 
Aline, Umdeß the Affliktꝛön wf Ber ed dend 0M 
ge 0 Air A Voice of 3 Here che 
whote Univefäties muſt be all the ſame Children of 
SofrO /, umels they!mike che fame Satrlfice for che 
faite Competition“ hd tc take this mggebf: Ver: 

cvuti yet rid te Monſtrous 3 tas of the! othet᷑ ſidè in the 
Eaſe of a Popiſh' Sucteſſour; Here's all the: Impulſes. 
of Confcience,*an itradicated Docttine of his Church, 
that tells him, that Salvation is om in his dyn Com- 
_ A Faith that feales Heaven bye Merit, -ahd 
the estar is the Saving of Souls in the Con- 
verſion of Here; and conſequently; here's all the 
highest Service! of God“ liimſelf, to puſh him on 
throngk all Hazards and Dangers to the Invaſſotiiof 
all'our PEcleſiuſticat Conſtitution at Any Price what- 
ever, as Having the proſpect of a brighter Heavenly 
Crown before him, and that inore dazling: Title of a: 


Con 


Confefſſour an ample Reward of his Teal, 
the worſt Failure of ſo Holy and | ſo Religious an = 
une On the contrary, in a Proteſtant Suodeſ- 
fon, heres-no bounding of Heaven, within, Walls 
of one Church: Here's no ſuch Doctrine Merit in 
Force: Here's not ene Spark of an Altar-Cole to give 
Fire to any ſuch fatal Mines to blow. up the Church 
9 Exnglend +: And conſequently upon the. ſuggeſtion 
of ſuch a Soverain Ineendiary (for that s his e 
E Tite) as ſhall {et up Presbytery Fav 7 all the 
foremention'd. Inflammation of the whole 1 | 
he muſt be ſuppoted to have ten times the Har - 
en of the hotteſt Rei Zealot; without one ſingle. 
pr gar b Garrel nn ee eroite him 


Fe 
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ay, to ahold; the ſuggeſtion of Church- 
Fear from che Grown-fide; as yet more ridiculous. 
| This Proteſtant. Succeſſor mult; de ſuppoſed to ſur- 
mount all theſe Obligations, violate his own publick 
Faith and Honour; puſh through all Difficulties and 
 Hazards'to this ſtupendieus Undertaking, and all, God 
knows; only to — this Grandeur, and Sway 
upon the Presbyterians, the Accumulation. of ſach 
amaxing Favours upon them, being only his own 
.-headlong; and voluntary Grant of W cher them- 
ſelves wilb never dare to ask ot hi 
For though we muſt: - confeſs, tis the natur ral 
Ambition ef all Parties to aſpire to be Uppermoſt: 
All Opinions and all Religions wou d Raign if they 
cou d. We e are very willing to acknowledge, that 
poſſibly there may be no warm Wiſhes amongſt them 
wanting, in fach a Cauſe. Nevertheleſs, where the 
Acceſſes and Approaches are ſo barrd againſt every 


: _ 8 Ambition, that nothing leſs then Your” 
right 


right Frenzy can animate fo impraticeblean 1 
even the warmeſt of Tealots are generally content to 
ſit down. a ey _—_ the Ea vie * of 4 
Rleſſings- v. already eſs, without. playing the 
_ Hog in the. fable, from the Attraſtion of 


By ſpeak plainer on this Subject, let us rightly: 
conſider what dis the Presbyterians mult as. of .a Pro- 
teſtant Crown d Head in 7 — his Extirpation and 
Subverſion of the Epiſcopal - Eſtabliſhment, and the 
Advancement of their own Presbytery, to the Sover- 
ein Church; of Exglavd ;, and what are the natural 
and genuine Arguments that mult tarniſh ſuchꝭ a Peti- 
tion, addreſt to ſuch a Hand. To take therefore the 
neareſt way to the Proof of our Aſſertion, that ſuch 
nan Addreſs is more then what. they'll ever dare to make, 
for once we ll play the Secretary for them, and give 
the World an — and fair Draught, in its true and 
lively Colours, with all the whole and ä Hd 
ne can move ſuch a Saite. . | 


— — 


For Erample. * 


2 efties. Differin Sabjeibs obs Presby - 
YV- terians) 225 Heartily cong _ ratul AC 2 
Fo. 8 to the Throne of Great Britain ; and though we 
ane truly ſenſille, that: as the Swoeraig ky Lord of. 9 
Kingdoms, Your Majeſty. i- oher Supreme: Head of the- 
3 Church of England, as by Law Eſtabliſ't, at whoſe 
Altart You Kneel;' and whoſe Worſhip Tu hs bl 
nevertheleſs we. Bur Petitioners being „ 

peculiar Be Divine Inſpiration, anal. hereby wel 4 
1 and "fully Satisfy d, tbat Your Majeſty: is a 
aber. of that Communion-only from the Tecth outwards, . 

being 


"2 Fours and Hanger 
eing no more eure Orc Con miſt under 73 
Dnbrage aud Mahi of Hypocriſy," Pur Hedrt being 
- wholly muß u pn 775 ee hho John: e 
ec Breaſt; oi ide 1041 di, Nome of" Tour 
Rel NH, e Your Dunfdl "Subjeths ure em- 
lol d ned and encouraged to lay this Penne at Ton, Feet. 


Ait trut, His ſome ſmall Regret 80 1 to Reflect, that the 
Hiper Grown Tous Miujefty Sag be Honor 60 ven emr 


I Dei fron the e F Enefabd yn 0d bun get 
Nuby #early Voubhes- us 3s, that Nur Mi 515 
Oath- to maintain that Church; nevertheleſs being 5 
wel convinced, that Tour Majeſtves palate Prigeiplcs both - 
"of "Riligion and anon, will ebf u pee de i hefe nnd. 
| eratoh Tor Petiflovtrs lere fore under the Ob- 
ligliion of bum boluden Chriſtian Diity, ino. — 
ſubhlicate, that Your Majeſty world ( racionſly pleaſe to 
male the: Church of England this Acknowleugmient for 
the Crown ſhe pee Tau, by this"petul ian Mark: of 
Ton Roy al Greet owiids' heb; ivitthy Frurninh her out 
of ting s by tmning out bork*bbr'Bijhoz an Cheigy to 
Grazing and Starving her whole . of Religion 
and Learning, bee Dhinafttics, dilrarded and 
abdicated, 55 4 bare and left Naked, as fo many Va- 
-orants f ibe World. Noi doubting l herefore but Your 
Majeſties ſhining Equity and Juſtice will readily g nant. 
Tour Petitioners this ModeftandoReaſonable Rao ard 
N reſnme the Honoms\ Landi, Livings and 
the whole Reg alia FR the "afar eſurd-abdieated Clergy, A 
ll to be confer'd- on their more deſerving and worthier 
Bucceſſourr, Jour Presbyterian Petitioners; and reſting 
conſiclent, that Your: Majeſties unparallel d Reſolution; 8 
infinitely” beqond even the bol deft * Rbmiſh Courage, will 
be mo | ways wanting in exerting it ſelf on ſo glorious an 
_ on, as the fl, rniſhind ſo good and ſo great a "_ 
2 


ibu by . 
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Is our full Hopes of all the ſmiling Bleſſings of ſo warm 
-n Sun under Tour Majeſties . auſpicions Reign, in Hour 
"Hearty Conceſſion of our pions and righteous Supplication 
nom lay d before Ton, F 


E our Petitioners in all thanktull Duty bound ſhall Pray. 


Nowy how roughly ſoever we may have worded 
this Presbyterian Petition, however as no Addreſs 
.can be made on this Subjet, how floridly ſoever dreſt 
up, as, ſoft and as glibas the Style may run, but what 
muſt either expreſly or tacitly contain every indivi- 
dual Article in this Pattern here ſet down; and all 
viſible even to the meaneſt Eye of Reaſon : Upon 
this -undeniable true Light into the State of the mat- 
ter; as 'frigtited as the weak Eyes, and faint Hearts 
may look up to this dreadful Apparition of Church- 
Danger, we are ready to refer it even to the moſt 
Trembling Knee amongſt them, to give us their frank 
and cordial Sentiments, what Courage they realy be- 
lieve the Presbyterians will have to make ſuch a Prayer, 
and what Hopes of obtaining it. n 
Alas, alas, to huſh even the leaſt Breath of our de- 
/ 
Thoſe Proteſtant Princes who make their Acceſſion 
to Empire by a Gall and Invitation, bring a Genius 
and Temper with them infinitely different from that 
which the Folly of Falſe Fears is pleas d to give them. 
They bring no ſuch innovating Principles along 
With them. The Imperial Crown of England is a 
Jewel well worth their Acceptance, even ſuch as 
they find it, without framing of New Government- 
Models of their own, to be founded on the Ruines of 
the Old one. No, the common Dictates of Pru- 
N E dence 


38 _ Fears and Dangers, 
dence and Self-preſervation are cautionary : Barriers 
againſt any ſuch dangerous Enterprize, whilſt the 
Excluſion of the nearer-vein'd Pretenders,from no other 
Forfeiture of a Crown then the bare jnbred Princi- 
ples of a Religion ſo threatning to the Eſtabliſht 
Altars of Exgland, ſtands a ſufficient Sea-mark before 
their Eyes, to warn em from Splitting on ſo viſible 
TIT 18 * * 
But to draw to a Concluſion on this Head of our 
Diſcourſe: Whatever plauſible Ideas of Church-Dan- 
ger, the Arts-Maſters in the Fabulous Language of 
Fear might have framed from the Dutch Birth and 
Education of the late King William, under the Cal- 
vinical Low- Church (to uſe their own Dialect) of 
à Democracy; and on that Foundation (Heaven knows 
a feeble one) have rais'd ſome imaginary Suſpicion of 
"his leaning towards any ſuch Antiepiſcopal Incli- 
nations; however, in the preſent Settlement of the 
Royal Succeſſion, the leaſt Pretenſion of any ſuch 
Fear, the whole Voice of thoſe lying Oracles is 
eternally filenced. For if their own Mountanons 
Viſions make not too dark an Interpoſition before their 
5 Sight even of the leaſt Reaſon whatever 5 they might 
"inform themſelves, that the Illuſtrious Houfe, on 
whom the Crown of England ſhall now devolve, are 
of the Lutheran Perſwaſion, as far diſtant from the 
Jeaſt Tendency towards Presbytery, as the Suggeſtion 
of it is from common Senſe. And tho' perhaps their 
_ "Conſtitution has no ſuch Foundation of Grandeur as 
the Hierarchical Eſtabliſhment in Exgland ; however 
as being Educated in that Eccleſiaſtical Worſhip that 
comes up to all the moſt exalted Heights of the 
Church of Englird, ſo far from a Diſguſt againſt 
Kites aud Ceremonies and all our bigheſt 8 56 
; Sf £3 4 5 8 1 ere's 
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there's no doubt of their bringing over an Inclina- 
tion and Genius fully qualified and diſpos d for an 
Epiſcopal Adminiſtration even in all its Magntticence, 
without the leaſt Shock againſt that additional Church 
Ornament, our Prelatical Digaity, a little beyond 
what poſlibly they may have ſeen at home. As tis to 
this Proteſtant Succeſſion, the Eyes of England look up 
for the unqueſtion d Security of their Religious and civil 
Eſtabliſhment, if ſtill there can be thoſe deprav'd Fancies 
in the world that, right or wrong, will ſee Spectres, 
and the frightfull Invaſion of Religious Rights 

muſt walk before them ; it had been much more for 
the Credit of thoſe over-warm Zealots in that cla- 
morous Cauſe, whether without or within the Walls 
of St. Stepher, had it been their good Fortune, to 
have managed their State Weather-glaſs a little 
more judicially, and conſequently upon the Diſ- 
covery of any turbulent Cloud likely to riſe from 
this Coaſt, have pointed the Fall of it the quite, 
contrary way, whillt infiead of taking any ſuch un- 
nceffary Alarm themſelves, they ſhould have more ho- 
neſtly layd the Danger at the Right Door, and gi- 
ven their poor Neigbours the Presbiterians the friend- 

If warntng.of keeping chemſelyes cual Harms way, 
under the Aſpect of ſuch a Line of Succeſſion. For 
the Viſion of Danger, if any,would rather have faced 


this way then the other. This we dare boldly 


ſay; That if the falſe Opticks of Fear (that ſee e- 
very thing but Truth) can fancy any ſuch Airy 
Cältles in view, as that 1 Grandeur of 
Presbytery, that ſhall one day overtop the Church 
of England; we heartily believe that the Presbyteri- 
ans themſelves ſtand at that clearer Light; that, as 
much Security as they may, wy have of the Enjoy» 

moons | 2 ment 
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ment of alt their preſent Liberties, which. the. San 
dion of Law has given them, as no ways doubting. 
the legal Adminiſtration of Juſtice, when the Seales. 
ſhall be lodg'd in ſuch ſafe Hands; however tis the 
haſt waking Dream they wou'd ever be guilty of, to- 
have the leaſt Flattering Fore-ſight Of any ſuch. 
Towering Pile of Greatneſs to be. rais'd by ſuch, 
Royal Founders. | bo EN 
In all theſe various Branches of the Popular: 
Doubts and. Jealoufies, the radical. Argument to ſup- 
port their Cauſe, is this Pretenſion, vis. 
That the Growth of Presbytery ſpreads every. 
Day more aud more, inſomuch that their Increaſe. 
and Numbers, have rendered them ſo formidable, 
as to juſtifie all the Caution and Fear againſt them. 
Coud they fix this Aſſertion, they might indeed. 
carry fome PENIS of Reaſon on their ſide -. 
For as Encreaſe and Numbers are the only Foun- 
dation of Strength and Power; and nothing but. 
Strength and Power, can make ſuch rapid  Reyolu- 
tions as a whole Change of Church- Government, 
they wou'd do well to make the World truly ſen- 
fible of any ſuch formidable Growth of that Per- 
ſwafion. Thattlley are but a part of the Diſſenters, and 
the whole not a Mojety of the Nation, (as we have 
ſaid before) is no more then what's. obvious to all 
unprejadiced Reaſon. But as Fear always looks 
through a multiplying, Glafs, weell joyn Iſſue with 
them on this Head, and try the Merits of the Cauſe... 
And as they ſeem to infitmate that the Toleration- 
Ack has given them that dangerous Growth, weell 
make a Kir Inſpection into the Effects of that To- 


leration. Tis true, that Toleration has given them 
Impunity, Peace, and Liberty. But is that all that 
F 8 goes 
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goes to the making of Converts. Lord have Mercy on 
Chriſtianity it ſelt, if the Danger came all from that 
fide : For a Jewiſh Sinagogue, as well as a Presbi- 


ter ian Meeting Houſe ſtands under the Umbrage of 
a Toleration. Tis the Oracles of Divine Truth, the 
Dint of that convincing Rhetorick, that muſt make 
the Proſelites. And thofe were all the fame before 
and after the Toleration. Nay they have loſt one 


very. mong and perſwaſive Argument and Attraction 
to their. C 


adlium of Tyranny and Perſecution,” and to tender 


their own more lovely from its Oppreſſion and Suf- 
ferings, a never fayling Peice of Eloquence on a re- 


ligious Subject, and what only ſerved to widen the 


Seperati on, and conſequently in a very ſtrong Mea- 


ſure to bat all Avenues towards a Reconciliation with 


the Church of Exgland: Now on the quite con- 


hurch by the very gaining of this Toler- 
ation Act. For as before they had that too loud: | 
tongued Occaſion preſented, if not in their pnblick. 
Palpits, at leaſt in their private Affemblies, to black- 
en the Church of England with all the Reproach and 


trary, our Great Patriots at the Helme have taken 


off all that Opprobium, by reſcinding from the Church. 


of England that laſt and only Relique of Rome, 
her Spirit of Cruelty ; whilſt out preſent Epiſcopal 
Paſtours have ſo ſhined in their Concurrence to that 
great Work of. Mercy, not by leaning towards Pres- 
bitery themſelves, as the Croak and Poyfon of De- 
traction and Calumny would” baſely inſinuate, bat hy 
refining even the very Reformation it ſelf; by ex- 
changing their late Whips and Cords, more the Bad- 
ges of. the Train of Pontius Pilate, then the Miniſtr- 
ing Hands at the Altars of a crucifi d Saviour, for 
the palm and the Olive Branch, ttie more geniune Fro- 


phics.- 
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phies of the Goſpel of Peace; whilſt thus by throw- 
Ing away the Terrours that frighted from 1 Church 
of Bagland, and taking up the Moderation and 
Charity that ſhould invite and attract to it; they have 
thus Jabourd in the Vineyard, rather to increaſe and 

gate the Faith, then to abandon and betray 
=> le it felt they have endeavoured to render their Al. 
tars ſo much "he dearer Care of Heaven, as they 
have made their Profeſſion a nearer Co py of it. And 
as an Inſtance that that Work has d in a high. 
Mezſure gain'd i 5 Reward, a and t. nder 'd our. Chuich f 
tlie more particular at Favourite of Heayen,the Grant of 
the Toleration Act, by a peculiar Smile - of Provi- 
dence, has faisd up he, very. Diſſente 8 themſelves 
the, | C ampi 03 of. the. Church re Eng and. For as 
tis realpnable to cancliide, that had the Infliction of 
the Penal . Severity continued in force and rigour a- 
gainſt them, they had undoubtedly joyn d their In- 
tereſt with the Partiſans of St, Ger mains, in hopes of 
rectiying tl t tryed Mercy. from Rome which had 
ſaves 1 hem, om | Rh. 2 of 1 land. So. 


11 142 


are 10 b ing "her ig Maude to, el dab 
the Church of Exglaud on that Baſis, againſt. Which 

the Gates. of. Hell it ſelf ſhall. never prevail. 
But not to leaye this important Point Jetermined 
here: We ſhall. expatiate a little farther on the 
Erowrb ot, Presbitery, by inquiring whence and how 
thoſe pretended Numbers of Converts are added to 
their Communion to make their ſtrength ſo formidable. 
In the firſt Place the loud · mouth d Tealots, in full Cry 
of Fears and Danger from them, are in no Danger of 
1 ſuch Converſion themſelves. They that Farry 
their 
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their Ahhorrence and Averſion to Presbitery ſo hi 0 
as to Envy them the very common Bleſſing o 

little free Air; thoſe angry Murmurers for the Loſs 
of their Teeth and their Talons by the Toleration, 
ſo lately upon the fret for knotting new Thongs 
againſt them'z that whole Party, I ſay, if they are 
in any Apprehenfions of the Growth of Presbitery, 
feartheir Neighbours Weakneſs not their own. Their 
own Ears are.all ſo Deaf to any Enchantments on 


that fide, that it has been a. general Declaration a- 


mongſt them, that they would ſooner he reconciled 
to Popery then Presbitery. That whole Party there- 
fore, who, if we may count Heads that way, vis. 
by numbering the People by their late Repreſenta- 
tives, were once the better Half of the Nation; they 
all ſtand ſecure, and undoubtedly. will all tell you ſo, 
in that perfect and ſound Health of Mind, utterly 
By impenetrable to all Taint or Contagion, 80 that by 
a fair Computation, here's at leaſt one half of the 
9 — of our Church out of all Fear of the leaſt Per. 
verſion to Presbiterr. 
As our Eccleſiaſtical Security ſtands fo irong on 
this ſide; upon a full and ingenuous Inquiry into 


the Inclinations of the other half of the Sons of 


our Church, poſſibly we may have no Reaſon to 
ſuſpect, but that we ſhall find as invincible and 
unſhaken a Conſtancy to the Eſtabliſht Altars of 
Eveland from this Claſs of her Devotes, as from the 
| oe; For when we look back-and recolle&, that 
-theſe were the Men that call'd loudeſt to the Prince 
of Orange to the Reſcue and Deliverance of the 
Church of England. And as they were then the 
-Earlieſt, ſo they are now the Firmeſt Champions 
in her Cauſe, by appearing the warmeſt Zealots bo 
a4 68> that 


a Ter and Dangers, 
that Proteſtant Succeſſion, that ſhall" perfect the 
great Work of her Deliverance, i by fixing her Po- 
Wel and her Glory immoveable. Theſe are the Men, 
that without the Knavery of forging of Falſe Fears, 
or the Folly of believing them; without the Quilt 
_ of the one, or the Weakneſs of the other; neither 
Hlinded by 'Prejudice, nor -precipitated hy Paſſion ; 
Have look d with a true Eye of Reaſon into the 
whole State of the Church Security. And as they 
Have truly diſoover d no Appeè arance of her Danger, 
ſo they have honeſtly Labour d to put her above 
the Reaeli of any; whilſt not only by a Chriſtian 
but a Political Lenity and Amity to their Diſſent- 
ing Brethren (more the Objects of their Pity then 
their Fear) by throwing away the only Shame of 
their Profeſſion the Penal Statutes, they have. not 
only pioufly Studied to make their Religion Glori- 
ous by bringing it ſo much nearer to the Goſpel Purity 
and Innocence, but prudently made her ſafe too, by 
bringing over fo ftrong a Party to their Cauſe, by 
the Influence of that Lenity all joyn'd' in the Call 
of that Illuſtrious Line of Succeſſion, that ſhall now 
render the Walls of the Church of Exgland im- 
pregnable : Whereas on the contrary they had been 
Jeft expos'd' to that Temptation of. joyning (as we 
ſaid before) that fatal Intereſt, the prevailing of 
which had render'd her whole Safety precarious, 
and poſſibly might have terminated in her Deſtruction. 
Now as thele are the Sons of our Church, that 
have doubly plaid her Champions, not only by en- 
Jarging her Intereft and Power through the Additi- 
onal Strength cf ſo many aſſiſting Hands thus joyn'd 
towards the Eſtabliſhment of her Safety; but like- 
wiſe by ſo beautifying and -refineing her Practice 
1 | and 
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and Principles, with all the attracting Graces of ſo 
Merciful an Aſpe&; tis a very uncharitable Suſpici- 
on to ſuggeſt, that thoſe Worthy Labourers in ſo 
Glorious a Cauſe, ſhould be only ſo many Impoſtors 
and Maſqueraders, that whilſt they are widening the 
Gates of their Church to the Invitation of Proſe- 
lites into it, ſnould be ſuppos'd to be hewing an Un- 
der-ground Back-door to it, for themſelves to Steal 
out of i. j hc” Payee 4H 

If tis from this Party of our Church the Presby- 
terians are ſtill ſuppos d to gain that wonderful and 
dreadful Number of Converts, tis to be fear d on 
their own ſide they'll be a little miſtaken in their 

Account. For tis ſhrewdly to be ſuſpected that theſe 

celebrated Worthies in their whole forementioned 
SGonduct in behalf of their own Church, hold not 
their Tenents of Chriſtianity ſo ſlightly, as to drop 
em ſo eaſily. No, the changing of a Religion, un- 
leſs upon very powerful Gonvictions of Conſcience 
carries that Aſpect of Levity aud Veakneſs, that 
a little Honour as well as all Principle will fence 
againſt any ſuch overfrail Mutability; inſomuch 
| that to ballance che Cauſe between them, tis poſſi- 
ble that theſe milder and gentlertemper'd Sons of 
the Church may find their Religious Conſtitution, 
their inward ſound Health as ſafe from taking In- 
fection, as their other more hot and more ſanguin d 
Coinplexion'd Brethren,  _ tad 

Upon this honeſt Scrutiny into the ſtrength even 
of the faireſt Pretext of the Popular Clamours a- 
gainſt Presbitery it ſtands upon no ſuch extraodinary 
riſiug Ground, as to give any reaſonable Diſquietudes 
to the Church of Exgland. 
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As nothing. can be more demonſtrative to Right 
Keaſon, tben the Emptineſs of this Imaginary Church- 
Danger ; however, the Laborious Compilers of this 


State: fiction, ſeem to have drawn the Fable in one 
farther part of it, yet nearer the Life, and given 
it ſome Lineaments of Nature, as might deceive the 
unwary Eyes: And that is, when they tell us that 
if the Church-Danger is not altogether ſo terri- 
hle in the. prefent State of England; however, the 
Proſpec reaches yet farther, viz. to the dreadful View 
of an Union (now in Projection) between Exgland 
and Scotland. What difmal Apprehenfions does this 
new. Gorgom furniſh 2 Alas, if the Bent of the Na+ 
tion lies already fo. leaning towards Presbytery ; 
what Strength and Bulk will the rolling Ball ſoon 
gather; when after ſuch an Union, a whole new 
Torrent and Inundation of * will pour in 
u us, by uniting the whole Body of Scosl and, 
alf fitting in one Parliamentary Roof with us, and 
all joyn d in the Legiſlative Authority. When ſuch 
an Additional Force of Presbyterian Hands ſhall 
all Steer at che great Helm, ſuch a dead Weight 
thrown into the Scale againſt us, what favourable 
Aſpects of Succeſs may not Presbitery expect from 
fo Potent a Conjunction of Forces. Erom this pre- 
vailing Intereſt, ſhe may ep into Soverainty even 
mounted by Law it felf, whilſt the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſour (whether more or leſs inclin d that way 
himſelf ) ſhall, only gratify the Legal Deſires of a 
Kingdom, (for the Majority, includes- the. Whole) 
by giving her the Touch of the Scepter for her 
Enſtalment; and all this, without the leaſt Viola- 
tion of publick Juſtice, or Invaſion of Right, and 
without even the leaſt Blemiſh to his own Royal. 
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Honour: What then may not the preſent Members 


of the Church of England juſtly fear, if the future 
Preſervation of their native Altars, and the Care of 


their deſcending Poſterity be any part of their 


Concern. 3 5 

Io diſſolve this laſt Phantom (for ſuch it will 
be found when ſet at a true Light) we muſt firſt make 
an Inſpection into a Scotch Union, If it ſhall be 


thought fit by the great Wiſdom and Juſtice of 


the Exgliſh Nation to encorporate their Britiſh 


- Brethren on the other fide the Tweed with them- 
ſelves into one People; and thereupon by the Con- 
ſtitution, their Parliamentary Repreſentatives, and 


ours muſt make but one National Great Council to- 
zetlier. Here let us ſuppoſe (for we dare go no 
farther then a Suppoſition, it being a Province too 
high above us to prejudge, how many Scotch Re- 
preſentatives, to be concerted between the great 


Commiſſioners for the Settlement of that Union, ſhall 
compoſe their Part of our Parliament) ſuppoſing 1 
ſay, they ſhall continue their Number on he preſent 


_ Scotch Foundation amounting in the whole, to no 
more then two Hundred ninty and three, including 


both the Lords and Commons, and all fitting, in 


Scotland, in one Houſe, 


From this ſuppos'd Addition of the Presbyterian 
Members to our S EN AT E; if there can 
ariſe on our Part any Reaſon to fear the Subverſion 


of the Church of England, as liable upon Occaſion 
to be out-voted in Parliament, by Virtue of ſuch 
an Union. If ſuch are the Fears on the Engl isi 
fide ; let. us turn the Tables, and conſider what 
Fears may ſtart on the Scotch fide, from ſuch an 


Union; when they making but a Third part of 


o 2 our 
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our: Partiament, they. ſhall have much more Rea» 
ſonable Apprehenſions of their own Kirk-Dangers, 
as lying infinitely. more: liable to be over-yoted by 
the Church of. England, and conſequently in more 
likely-hood,ourEpiſcopacy may carry the Victory on 
her ſide, and at laſt their own Conquer'd Presby- 


tery be reduced to ſtand on the ſame Foot with ours, 


only. ſhelter d by a Toleration. Now as this laſt 


fibllity, does any Man in his right Wits believe, 
that ever ſuch an Union ſhalt be ſettled with Scot- 


Lund,; but that the Srots, as jealous. of, and as zea- 


lous for their own Eccleſiaſtical: Foundation, as we 
can be for Ours, will undoubtedly make thoſe pre- 


vious. Articles for their own Safety, as ſhall de 
 Eonfirm'd and Eftablifh'd by all the moſt Sacred 


Engagements and Oblis tions, ſuch as ſhall utterly 
exclude it out of the 


_ reſerving. their Ecclefiaſtical Government to their 
on ſeperate e and Adminiſtration. And if 
any: fuch uninfringible Proviſion of Religious Secu- 


rity ſhall be demanded, and undoubtedly obtain d 


on their ſide; is it confiſtent with common Senſe 


Revolution may admit of ſome Appearance of Poſ- 


gliſo Pretenſions to inter- 
meddle in their own Church-Affairs, as undoubtedly 


to believe, That we (hall put a Shield into their 


Hands in Defence of their Altars, and yet ſo wil-- 


fully neglec the Care of Ours, as to throw both 
Shield and Sword out of our own Hands. Be- 
ſides, is it. reaſonably to be imagin'd, that the great 
Managers of this intended Treaty of Union, ſhall 


ſo egregioufly miſtake the Work that ſhall call 


them together ; when inſtead of making this Union: 


an eternal Cement of Peace and Amity between both 


Nations, the great Founders of it ſhall play thoſe- 


impolitic 


— 
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tick Babel- Builders, ſo weakly condutt fo weighty a 
Cauſe, as rather to ſet. open a Door to inevita- 
ble Difcord and Confuſion, by making our Inmates 
our Maſters, in- giving them the Power to deſtroy 
the Hierarchy of Ergland, a Foundation, which 
under a Monarchial ' Government amongſt us, has 
, ̃ WARM... | 


If we call in the Scots as Friends and Brothers, 
can our unreaſonable Fears tranſport. us ſo far as to 
ſulpect we ſhall make them this Invitation to ſet them 
up for Lords over us, (for. ſuch they muſt be if 
they Conquer our Church). Is the Glory of our 
Ezglifh Nation ſo loſt; or can we be thought ſuch 
Cowards or Traytors to our Selves (for one of them 
we muſt be) as to make the leaſt Movement to- 
wards ſo abject a Conceſſion? If our cooler Zeal 
for Religion it ſelf were not ſufficient ; even Pride 
and Indignation won'd fire the whole Genius of 
Ezglazd againſt any ſuch ſervile Reſignation. 
But to puſh the Caſe a little farther ; ſuppoſe there 
were no ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Preliminaries to be ſettled 
in this Scotch Union ;. not any ſuch Boundaries fixt, 
in the ſeveral Reſtrictions of Church-Government 
in both Nations; That nothing therefore but a 
Minority of Voices in Parliament could hinder the 
Mounting of Presbytery into the State Saddle. Upon 
this Conceſlion ;. ſuppoſe that bold Scot in an 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons,ſhould one Day be found, 
who without the dread of either a Tower or Gate- 
bouſe, (ſhould make a Motion of ſetting up his own. 
Scottiſh Kirk in England; whatever Impreſſion the 
Scotch Eloquence on that Subject might make in the 
Lower-Houſe, even amongſt the few Engliſh Members 
of his on . Scottiſh Communion ; what an Alarm 
| 5 would 
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would ſuch a Motion raiſe in the Walls of a 
Houſe of Lords: When beſides the Natural Defence 
of their Native Mother-Church of Exgland, (for 
Presby tery rarely creeps into the Noble Roofs of 
England. We number but a very few Right Ho- 
nourable Heads of that Perſwaſion) the very Sap- 
Port of their own Honourable Conſtitution roo, as 
one of the Eftates of the Kingdom of England, would 
ſoon rowze the Spirit of true Engliſh Honour in 
Arms, againſt ſuch an inſolent Invaſion. The giv- 


- 


Ing up of their Biſhops, and abdicating the Prelacy, 
would give them but too violent Imaginations, that 
their own Abdication might ſoon follow after it x 
nor would there be wanting even very ſtrong Rea- 
ſon to give Birth to ſuch a Suſpicion. For if after 
the Dilfenters publick and repeated Declaration, that 

the inviolable Enjoyment of their Religious Securi - 
ty, together with the common Native Freedom of 
Engliſhmen; not to ſtand branded with the odious 
Diſtinction of Incapacity, excluded from all Ci- 
vil Truſt and Society; the Poſſeſſion of theſe Liber- 
ties and Priviledges, being the utmoſt of rixir Am- 
bition - If after this frank Confeſſion of their whole 
ſatisſied Deſires, they ſhall ſo audaciouſly dare to un- 
mask the Hypocrite, by hanging ont fo eody a 
Flag againſt the whole Church of England; how 
reaſonably wou'd that great Fountain of Honour, the 
Peerage of the Nation (tart at the Irruption of fo im- 
pudent a Demand; whilſt ſo violent a Change of Go- 
vernment as the Subverfion of our Epiſcopacy might 
ſet no leſs a Dread before their Eyes, then that the 
Foundation even of the Monarchy it ſelf might toon = 
ſhake after it. : COT) 1 
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And conſequently from a too dreadful Profpect of 
Anarchy and. Confuſion, on ſuch an Occaſion, it muſt 
be a very Miraculous Piece of Rhetorick ſuppos d to 
bear ſo powerfull an Aſcendance and Influence o- 
ver the Wiſdom, Prudence, and Caution of that 
Noble Aſfembly, as to ſer up Presbytery the Soverian 
Church of Ergland; when if no other diſwading 
Motive, even Self. preſervation wou d put them upon 


their Guard againſt ſo dear bought a Revolution 


in Government; it being but a very unnatural Suppo- 
ſition, to think, that the Peers and Grandees of the 

Kingdom word bc over apt to hazard their own fair- 
eſt Plume of Honour, the Front-Figure they make in 
a Monarchy, only to fall in for ſo many, Ciphers in 
the Rear of a Demo craſy. VF 
In ſhort then, the Union of Scotlaud is ſo little the 
Object of our juſt Fear, that on the contrary tis the 
only Deſireable Bleſſing wanted by the Church of 
England her ſelf, for the gaining ſo conſiderable an 
Ally even in her own Cauſe: When ſo joyn'd in one 
People, (though with ſeparate Altars, yet undivided 

Intereſts between us) we fhall both joyn in the Call 
and the Confirmation of that Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
that can only conſummate our Felicity. ES 
Nor let their Difference in Opinion give us any:Dif- 
quiet. One State-Harmony between us may be tuned 
together, though one Church-Muſick cannot. Tis 
ſufficient: that the Great Work of Eſtabliſhing, the. 
Britiſh Happineſs, is in uniting the Worſhippers, not 
the Worſhip: A Work, that in the Wiſeſt Politicks of. 
Empire, lies the moſt. weighty and moſt: important 
Care and Charge on the Soverain Head. of theſe 
Kingdoms. Nor can thoſe different Worſhippers (in 
the. Conſtitution of England) be otherwiſe united LA 
F: | — 
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That Civil Intereſt, then by a Diſtribution even of 
Religious Favours recetved from the Paternal Hand of 
Majeſty : But ſtill, ſuch an equitable Diſtribution, 
where the Junior Race of the Family their Under- 
portions and Legacies muſt no ways leſſen or infringe 
the Elder Pretender's more exalted Title, Honour, 
JJ - Ta ng 5 
Our National Church, as now by Law Eſtab- 
lift, eſpecially fince her laſt forty five Years growth, 
has gain d that Root, and that Strength in England, 
that whatever Proteſtant Crown'd-Head ſhall be 
call'd to the Throne; if he would reign in the 
Hearts of his People; ſtudy either his own or the 
Nation's Intereſt; continue the Soverain Lord of 
Britain the Arbiter of Europe; and Secure both the 
Glory and Quiet of his own Adminiſtration, and 
that of his Succzeding Lineage after him; it can 
| ccompliſht by his Support of the Church 


only be Ac rt of t. 
of England, even in all her Grandeur and Autho- 
rity. Alas, the Diffenters are ſo disjoynted a Body 
amongſt themſelves ; who, though all together they 
may cheerfully and amicably flouriſh and ſmile un- 
der the” Motherly Wing of a Mercifal Church of 
England, they can never attempt to mount over her 
Head, without tending the Peace, and diſſolving 
the whole Harmony of the Kingdom. TT 
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"3s che Chtrch of Egle, (35 far as Mortal Bye | 
the Light of 99 5 Reaſon may penetrate into 
Divine Decrees, {ſtands on an immoveable Rock of 
Story, and the Popular PEARS on a Foundati 
on of Sand; tis not, however, ſo much our Won- 
der to ſee the dyer-timprous, or rather over cte- 
dulous Folly of fo many meaner Heads amongſt 
us, bring a weak Ear and a ſtrong Faith to _ 
To i wil 
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Wild und Extravagant Notiens of Danger; as tis 
To ſes ſo many — us of more exalted Worth 
and Rank, ſo very d dd even _ the ſame No- 
tions. | 


-onrableſt Condeodiod, we can only ſay, That Opi- 
nion, when' once avowed, is what we are very 
hardly brought to rocede from. In acknowledging 
a Miſtake, eſpecially in Matters ſo lon 
warmly Aſſerted, there's'a Shame and 4 Bluſt goes 


.rafily brook. 


This Ganfideration leads us to the Review Of a 
Dim" lately Pub lied by ſome very Eminent" Hande 
8 of Parliament. 


 againſithe late Refolution of both Houſes 
The Contents of which Diſſent are ſo very fu 


. 


that even our Admir 
ence. | 


alone 1142 . * Wich 


e en anintbey Þ 


2 might have of the Churches more 
How rom the Bleſſings of Heaven, and theirown 
Veſt Endeayours to ſix het Safety unſhaken, even wt 
Iateſe' Folſterity:; nevertheleſs, not preſuraing t 
make too bold a Humane Determination ef the Refol- 


claring in that Reſolution, 'Thar the'Church-of England 
war i 4 Jaſe and Flonriſhing Condition, during Her 
preſent Majeſties happy Reign; and whoſo oeder ond in- 
finite thut the Church wat an Dunger, dining Her Ad- 
init urin, Ste. Theſe unfortunate Diſſenters againſt 


chat Neſtution are pleasd to Anſwer, 7 hat the Uhnrch 
way bet in „ Bly Majyſer Al. 770 


TO give their Condact bievolw the Beſt and Fav- 


long, and fo. 
— Keoerwſtion, 3 Neat Souls "cannot 


Ang, in the — Reaſons they are pleas d to urge, 


Jord ir ct Reſolution, whatever "reaſonable Pro- x 


ves of Providence, contented themſelves with 'De- 


8.0 Dangers. | 
Church only after hen 
E Rei n, viz. " That the Church of England has 
4 * proſpect? of —— Sheng ſabe the. Pretender 
be, the Grqwi. nom amn d And. why 2 Becauſe 
the Scots haye nog jon, = iy Settling. the, Proteſtant 
-Succellipn, hat ſhou'd Eftebliſh,the Church;s. Faure Ste 
cri H. Wniticg their Intereſt mir ur Is the: Hercing 
Sainiſ that. Pretender . Aud. Conſequently, from, the 
rd ignaet Influence fn Scots | ence; with. the 
Engliſh Settlement of the Crown, and the went of: the 
Orcalipga): Copformity-Bill; fo bas. the. Diſfenters: from 
Guide Offices, that Pretender nom mm d Abroad, they itt: 
ale. may per bens. come to be. auateel. at Hemer nnz ad 
then tie .Ghyg ch wi oextruly,s in Deuger,, 
It had hegn rpueb to theGlorgofeheſeN on-afſenters 
fo tr ncileable to the Opinian.okboth: Houſes, had 
they (if their Cauſe cou d bear it) made a morę direct 
Reply to chat Reſelutioꝝ;ʒ itheing naw their, greazln- 
happipeſ eſs, to give the Judicious Fart of -Mankind-thg 
Melancholly, Reflection, of; looking upon their: Ar- 
gumens Matter, Od. which they, found their Diſagree- 
ment, as more like an Anſwer at ;Grolarparpales, the hen 
a teal Ohjection againſt; that, Re elelution. For fairly, 
to Summ ug the Weh of. their. Reaſons, in their na 
tural and, genuine. Senſe, they. addreſs. both. Houſes 
with mach.this. following, Remonſtrance. 3 55 
bereas, the Lords and Commons, joyn di in this 
2 Reſolution, have taken, nq farther a View of the 
<, unqueſtion'd Seeed che, Church. of. England. then 
6 to the Extent of Her preſent.Majeſties happy Reign 
Lover us: That the Churchiſtands, ſo far: fe At 
beat t, being a. Maß which even, we ohr. Selves . 
1 1 canno 1k 


cannot deny; ——— will-odt diſphte t with 
4 — mas prtemaged tolłeæp ſimm tis 
our ſirſt Principles and from thente reſolved to be 
ef a Contrary Opinion from them, we here public 
in the Face of the World declare, that we camotagroc 
<, with their Reſolution becauſe: we: mill. 201-3; an 
«therefor: have- ſet: forth theſe great: and weighty 
3 4 quite wide from the mitter, asan:Occafgonal 
ment for our preſent Purple, to Juktify-our 

> iis Gall. male hat: a. very, ſhort! Rematk;on.the 


even Branches: of the Church Dangers in thoſe; Ne, 


tine feaſuns ; but: only: do Juſtite to the: Great 
ers, im owning; that a: Danger, if any, can 


0 on ariſe· from that Pretender: ſo ond abroad, 


Ge. But to diſpell that: only cloudy ; Milt: . 1f:thete 


Worthy-Gentlemen of the-Negative lide, ſhall heartily: 
joym with thoſe. of: the Affirmative; Firſt, in bringing 
over the Sat to our Party, and thereby makei 
Imem true Friends tathe: Proteſlant Sueceſſion. 5 
Secondly, by. Kreping the Diſſeuters trus Freinds toit, 
viz. BN making an. Union with: the. Eirſt, and con. 
tinhing the Eaſe and: Quiet: oi the Laſt z, Thus, after 
the · joyning of (bath Nations into. one People, and. all 
Hearts: in one Cauſe, then let theſe- forefighted 
Worthies tell us, what Banger the Ghuxeh of; England: 
ſhall. juſtly. Fear; even from that. Pretender himſelf, 
with ſuch Strength and ſuch Intereſt ſo linkt together, ; 
and all arm'd againſt him. 


Amongſt all the * Aſpects, that give us 


thoſe promiſing Hepes of our Religious Security, let 
us look up with profoundeſt Veneration and -moſt: 
dutecus Thankfulneſs to that brighteſt Luminary of 


the: 
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_ pular Fears, can Smile in'a Court without louti 


Lew z and Showring their Gold, a-pure 


5 to Crownthe 


Ang to 
the Throneof theſe Kingdoms, that can only 


Fears: and L Di ww 
land, the Vicegereut of Heaven. 
AE, ue always Her 3 
8 enuous one 
peculiar Directing Providence, provi ww Pows-nay & 
oth Her Comncels and Arms, She has Strengthend the 
Walls both of the Church and State; by Happily. lay- 
ing aſide thoſe leſs deſerving Hands about Her, who 
either driving too Rapidly or too Retrograde, for 
either the Safety of the Firſt, or the Glory of the Laſt; 
have now given Way to that Worthier Succeſhon of 
Favoaurites,(this Laſt the trucMaeyy's-Choice who neither 
ing of Publick Feuds, nor animating; of Fo- 


upon a Kingdom, by giving both Peace to the 
that furniſh the War, and Cheerfulneſs to the Great 


Allies that joyn in the Cauſe: Thoſe: mare:Generous 


Founders of oy Royal Feel, who: can Suecour the 


— of 


Donati ve 


Crown without Cra Prerogative, 
their Auxilinry Favours tro the Regular C 


of their Loyalty, without the leaſt Teint of Paſſion | 
r Spleen, to cloud the Oblation they make: And 
great Work both of the CHURCH- 

MAN and the PATRIOT, are CORDIAELY: Jabour- 
-pave'the Acceſſion 'of. that Proteſtant Lincage 


Sup- 


2 


Tory and Secure the Ef eabliſhe Altars. of E. - 
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